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OMORI FACES DEATH 


On August 10th 1976, Kasuhisa Omori was arrested 
by Japanese police on the island of Hokkaido (Ainumoshiri) and 
accused of bombing of the first floor offices of the Hokkaido 
Government in Sapporo City. 

Those particular offices of Imperial Japan had been 
used to administer the affairs of the Ainu people of the island, in 
the same way the Department of Indian Affairs does for Native 
people in Canada Ainumoshiri was colonised by the Japanese 
State after the Meiji restoration in 1868. The Japanese have 
continually subjugated the original population, using the Ainu 
people as slave labour and raping the women of the island. Omori 
showed sympathy and solidarity towards the Ainu people. His 
stance against Japanese imperialism lies at the bottom of the 
persecution of him by the Japanese establishment. 

Omori has been convicted on extremely ftimsy 
evidence, i.e. he, possessed batteries and sugar and did not 
have a fire extinguisher at his flat. (It's obvious that if you don’t 
have a fire extinguisher, you must have used it to make a bomb, 
right?) The one witness who claimed to have seen Omori near the 
site on the night of the explosion later retracted his statement 

On 29-3-83 District Court judge Mitsunori Shojima 
sentenced Katsuhisa Omori to death by hanging, saying that 
Omori was a threat to society and deserved to die. 
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Since then appeals by Omori have been rejected, and 
now he faces his final Judgement on January 21. He 
will likely be again sentenced to death. In Japan, no date is set 
for an execution. It is carried out on the whim of the court, and 
family and friends are informed afterwards. 

What can you do? Attend a demonstration on 
Wednesday January 20th, 12 noon, at the Japanese 
consulate, In the TD building at King and Bay St 
Write or call the Japanese consulate at: 

The Japanese Consulate, Toronto Dominion Centre, Suite 1803, 
P.O. Box 10, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M5K 1A1, tel: (416) 363- 
7038 

For More Information: Anarchist Black Cross, P.O. Box 
6326 Stn A, Toronto Ont, M5W1P7 


Ban on Draize tests 

New Jersey is the first U.S. state to ban the notorious 
i^raize test on rabbits. A Senate committee voted unanimously 7- 
12-87 to endorse a bill prohibiting the testing of cosmetics and 
other household products in rabbits’ eyes. Cosmetics 
spokespeople claim that the tests are needed to establish safety 
of all cosmetic products, but animal rights advocates counter 
that there are many companies who now do not test their 
products on animals, nor do they use animal ingredients. Dr. 
Robert Scala of the cosmetics industry told the committee that 
rabbits are used instead of rodents or mice because they have 
large eyes, but neglected to mentioq that rabbits do not have tear 
ducts and so cannot wash away any chemical put into their eyes. 
Dolores Phillips of the New Jersey Animal Rights Alliance says, 
"Experimentation on animals has become a citizen rights issue. 
The right to demand an end to the torture of animals. The Draize 
test produces unimaginable suffering now inflicted upon 
harmless animals and is an unethical treatment...for a 
grossly unnecessary purpose." 















STOP WHORE BASHING! 


BUI C-49 is a very dangerous law, which makes it illegal to 
engage in conversation with anyone for the purpose of a 
paid sexual act, although it does not illegallze the act of 
prostitution itself. This law affects both prostitutes and johns. 
This is dangerous because it means that the wimmin have to jump 
right into the customers* cars without first checking them out, in 
order to '^void being busted for soliciting. Just after the 
implementation of C-49, quite a few prostitutes were found 
murdered. 

According to Bill C-49, a womyn is not allowed to give or 
share any money she makes as a prostitute. The receiver of the 
money, no matter who it is, can be found guilty of being a pimp 
(living off the avails of a prostitute.) Toronto has always been in 
the forefront of whore-harrassment, and people have been 
pressing the police for more arrests, and more prosecution of 
prostitutes and their clients, for some time now. 

The South of Carlton Community Association 
(SCCA) which has been active for several months now, started 
out by writing down license plate numbers of johns, then by 
taking pictures of them, as a deterrent. The SCCA came together 
around complaints of condoms on lawns and in the streets, as 
well as of traffic congestion and of other "disturbances" ass¬ 
ociated with prostitution in the area These people also verbally 
harass the working wimmin and their potential customers, and 
have harassed wimmin who are not hookers as well. 


IN BRIEF 


LUBICON UPDATE -The Olympic Organizing 
Committee is shelling out $447,000 to build the world's tallest 
tepee as a pedestal for. the Olympic Torch Cauldron, with a 
stage for Olympic and political leaders at its base This so-called 
salute to native people is nearly as insulting as the earlier pro¬ 
posal, fortunately scrapped due to public pressure, to have 
Indians chasing cowboys and burning their wagons as an open- 
iing ceremony. After the Olympics the tepeee will removed and 
sold for scrap, which is somewhat more symbolic. Meanwhile, 
supporters of the Lubicon Lake Cree of Alberta who are boycot¬ 
ting the Olympics are making common cause with the United Taxi 
Drivers Fellowship of Southern Alberta, who have vowed that 
nearly half Calgary's taxi fleet will remain parked during the 
Olympics if the city doesn't make more taxi licenses available. 
The fellowship has voted unanimously to use civil dis-obedience 
before and during the games, and to support the Lubicon. 
Fellowship members will explain the Lubicon situation to any 
clients who will listen, and may post placards on their vehicles. 

ATHENS - According to en Ecomedia contact in 
Holland, a munitions dump just outside of Athens, Greece, 
exploded last week. The force of the explosion was such that 
pieces of rubble were landing up to 6 km away. The fire was 


It is not surprising that the area of this abuse is the 
recently gentrified Cabbagetown. "..property values are 
becoming more important than people..." an unidentified 
prostitute says. Nor is it surprising that the SCCA’s 
spokesperson is Sandra Jackson, a real estate agent for 
Darrell Kent, the agency notorious for sales of renovated, yuppie 
homes in Cabbagetown. 

On Friday, December li, 108 men in total were arrested in 
an "anti-hooking sweep" in Metro Toronto. Of the arrestees, 
seven men have so far been convicted of soliciting charges by 
Judge Lorenzo di Cecco, who sentenced them to clean 
streets in areas of heavy prostitution. The men are being 
monitored and have to report to the SCCA Sandra Jackson in 
particular, who says "it was our idea" to have these conditions 
put on the johns. So far, two of the men charged have refused to 
dean streets and have instead donated $1,6000 in total to the 
SCCA. 

Meanwhile, the residents are meeting with police, who 
meet with politidans, while no one meets with the prostitutes 
themselves. m Perhaps instead of throwing eggs and verbal 
abuse, they could have taked to the wimmin about the condoms 
on the front lawns, the traffic congestion and the other 
problems. " Things will not change until people start 
thinking of prostitutes as human beings. 



uncontrollable from the ground, and firefighting planes had to be 
called in. A Greek anarchist group has daimed responsibility 
for the explosion, the police, however, said they hadn't ruled out 
the possibility of it being an accident. The interesting thing about 
all this is that despite the size of the explosion and the fact that it 
was quite probably politically motivated, the contact in Holland 
only heard it mentioned once on the radio. There was nothing 
about it in any of the papers, and of course we heard nothing at 
all about it over here. You don't think the establishment media 
would be working in conjunction with the authorities do you? The 
international anarchist movement doesn't exist, after all... 

HAITI - The National Governing Council, which along 
with the US supported army killed scores of people during the last 
"Election Day" f is staging another "election" January 17 under 
military tuletage. The US has armed the military despite it's 
shooting down peaceful demonstrators, and murder of two 
presidential candidates prior to the election day massacre. The 
peaceful, non-ideoiogical, and largely leaderless alliance of 
community youth and church groups which forced Duvalier to 
leave, is boycotting the election, as are four presidential 
candidates who support the National Front for Co-operation. 
(Nation, 19-12-87,p.740) 



DIRECT ACTION 

WASHINGTON - Direct action against fur retailers is in full 
swing here and in neighbouring Maryland. In the early hours of 27- 
11-87 five fur stores had their windows shot out, probably with a 
slingshot. Later that same day, in broad daylight, Fred's Fur 
Vault in Methesda, MD, had its window smashed, and was hit 
again 5-12-87, again in laylight No one has been injured and no 
arrests have been made in any of the incidents. Representatives 
of the Fur Vault, which is a national chain, told the Justice Depart¬ 
ment that they have had to pay $50,000 for repairs from 
direct action in the past year and a half. The Fur Retailers 
Information Council, representing 80% of the industry, has hired 
public relations expert Thomas Riley to combat anti-fur sen¬ 
timent, sought federal help to stop the activists, and threatened 
outdoor advertising companies with lawsuits over anti-fur ads. 

TUCSON - Al Russek, owner of an exclusive boutique, says 
"It's constant harassment'* that has made him to stop 
selling furs, and he's tired of the activists' pressure. Since 
September 1984 activists have thrown red paint on the store, put 
nails in the customer parking lot and glue in door locks among 
other tactics. Russek claims to have received a bomb threat in 
November; he finally decided to board up his windows and get rid 
of the furs. One must wonder about those who would deal in furs 
and wear them in the Arizona climate; vanity and sadomasochism 
are the more prominent characteristics that come to mind. 



TORONTO - The Toronto Star published a one page 
story lauding DuPont and other chemical companies for 
spending $8 million on research to find alternatives to their own 
chemical products which are destroying the ozone layer, 
(ozone over Toronto has been reduced 4% since 1975, causing 
skin cancer and crop losses) The Star doesn't mention how much 
the companies have made producing the chemicals. (6-1 -87) 


TORONTO - The Toronto Star has hurled one of it's 
dreaded editorial darts against the animal rights movement 
for persuading Europeans to stop buying furs. According to the 
Star, this makes the movement responsible for eight tnurt 
teenagers committing suicide. (2-1-87 p. D2) Amazing how the 
liberal press will rush to defend eight doad Native people, but do 
nothing to support the struggles of living Native people around 
the world who are currently facing extinction. Their interests 
seem to be more to divide resistance movements which 
should be working together. The fur industry exploits Native 
trappers and animals alike, and only when the animal rights 
defenders and those struggling for Native rights form a "united 
front" against the corporations, will there be any chance of 
ending the slaughter. 


IN FULL SWING 

PASADENA CALIFORNIA - Huntingdon Memorial 
Hospital here halted animal experimentation on cats 
used in child resuscitation research after twelve nurses and one 
doctor protested and alerted an animal rights group. To measure 
changes in the cats' brain biochemistry, the researchers poured 
salt water into the cats' windpipes by way of tubes to simulate 
drowning. Four cats died immediately, while two others wore 
killed with Nembutal injections 24 hours later. Dr. Kenneth 
Stoller, a Pasadena pediatrician associated with Huntingdon, 
agrees with the nurses that the resulting information cant be 
crossed over from cats to infants; he calls this a "scientific gray 
zone." Another nurse says the results were useless for 
people who are brain-damaged after near-drowning: "If you 
drown and you don't get oxygen to the brain, you're not going to 
grow new cells. Brain damage in drain damage." Huntingdon 
spokesperson Douglas McCreery defends the research but says 
the experiments were stopped after reaching a point where they 
could "assess whether the study has produced a useful model for 
the resuscitation of a nearly drowned child." He later said that he 
feared that more militant animal liberations might take direct 
action againsat the research. California has witnessed a a 
large Increase in direct action by the Animal Liberation 
Front over the past year, including the use of fire. The ALF 
compoletely destroyed a new animal experimentation facility at 
the University of California's Davis campus last April, causing 
$2.5 million damage, and more recently the ALF burned a turkey 
meat packing plant to the ground on Thanksgiving. 



IWW Resurfaces 

PUBLIC MEETING - There will be a public meeting held for 
those who are interested in forming a Toronto branch of the 
Industrial Workers of the World on Sunday, January 
17 at 7pm, at St. Joseph Hall, 67 Curzon St. (North of Queen 
E., 1 block west of Leslie). The film The Wobblies will be shown, 
and guest Mary Ellen Kappler will report on the recent firing of 5 
workers during an IWW membership drive at the Cornerstone 
Women's Residence. The IWW is a radical union committed to 
organizing workers in all sectors of labour into One Big Union. For 
more information, contact Blackbird Graphics 591-7577. 








Boycott Israel 

The current street wars in Gaza and the West Bank make a 
case for boycotting Israeli products which is virtually identical to 
that for a South African boycott. In both countries, a small, well- 
armed minority denies the vast majority of inhabitants personal or 
political fretipm through mass jaiiings, Nazi-style torture for which 
children ar& favourite targets, and random killing of civilians. 
With nothing to lose, the victims are often risking death and 
torture to confront their oppressors. Between 1977 and 1984 
there were 11 internal Palestinian demonstrations for every 
attack generated by the PLO or other external forces; by 1986 
the ratio had risen to 18 to 1. (NY Times 27-1 -87 pE3.) Israel and 
South Africa both stage frequent raids on surrounding countries 
too weak to resist with the objective of killing as many people as 
possible in a short time period. 

Since 1976, Israel and South Africa have made no secret of 
their alliance. From Israel, South Africa gets advanced 
engineering, including military technology unobtainable anywhere 
else due to sanctions and embargoes; from South Africa, Israel 
receives strategic raw materials and capital for a variety of 
purposes. This situation has enabled the USA to pay lip service 
to an embargo of strategic goods to South Africa while in fact 
sending it (and other rightwing dictatorships) the goods via 
Israel. Tourism, sports and cultural contacts between the two 
countries have flourished. The USA has consistently given 
Israel military technology and diplomatic support, using Israel 
and South Africa as shock troops in its policing of the Third 
World. (For documentation see articles in The Link, published by 
Americans for Middle East Understanding, March-April 1986.) 

The organizations now campaigning for a boycott of South 
African goods and diplomatic contacts will be self-defeating and 
hypocritical unless it extends the boycott to include Israel. 


MORE BRIEFS 

RNES PROGRAM UNFAIR. According to recent 
provincial Justice Department figures, almost half of the wlmmin 
Jailed in Saskatchewan in 1985-86 were behind bars because 
they did not pay fines levied as alternatives to prison. Also 
known as paying your way out of prison, poor wimmin, including 
single parents who can barely afford childcare, simply cannot or 
will not pay the fine. No class war here. 

PROVINCE BEGINS PROBE OF NIAGARA POLICE 
FORCE An internal probe was launched after a cache of more 
than 500 weapons (i.e. guns) and other property was found in 


the office of former police chief James Gayder of the 
Niagara police force. A published report suggests the force 
regularly illegally traded weapons, that were seized by the 
police, to gun dealers. 

The new police chief of Niagara, has launched an investigation 
to see if there was a leak within the force, and promises 
disciplinary action. 


policeman 

Whit u ih« police man doing ? 
He u holding up hit hand to wop 
the motor car*. He wilT let the 
old woman croaa the ttrect in tafety. 
Policemen take care of ua. They 
ace that everybody keepa the law. 
They take bad men to priaon. 


The film HOPI PROPHECY will be shown at the Native Centre, 
16 Spadina Rd. January 16, at 7:00 pm. Lew Gurwitz and Bruce 
Ellison, defense Lawyers for Leonard Peltier will be speaking. Art 
Solomon, an Ojibway Elder and The Eagle Heart Drummers will 
also be present. Events include an Art auction and Sale. For 
more information please contact; The Canadian Alliance in 
Solidarity with Native People at: 964-0169 


THE ECOMEDIA BULLETIN-.}:^ 


The Ecomedla Bulletin is a bi-weekly publication of 
the Ecomedia Toronto office. The Toronto group is a local 
autonomous office of the Ecomedia Network, an international 
activtst/anarchist "wire service". It is an alternative to the 
mainstream wires and press which ignore the relevant actions 
and news. Ecomedia is intended for use by radical and 
alternative papers and radio, and for distribution to activists in 
the Toronto area. 

Ecomedia can also be. heard on radio. We 
broadcast reports 3 times a week on CKLN 88.1 FM. If you live in 
or near the Toronto area, tune in on Mondays and 
Wednesdays between 11 AM and 12 noon on the 
Newswavo show, and on Wednesday afternoons at 4 PM. 

Subscriptions may be had for $10/year; 
subscribers will redeve a package every 2 issues, (that's every 4 
weeks) to save mailing costs. We welcome and plead for 
contributions, news and suggestions. Please forward these to 
our address above. 

Q: How do you keep a cop from drowning? 

A: Take your boot off his head. 














